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During the 2014-15 school year, total attendance at Guilford 
Parent Academy (GPA) workshops and events hit 38,254, 
surpassing last year’s total by 16,254. Attendance totals of all 
events since 2011 are now 85,807. GPA worked with schools, 
community partners and GCS staff to offer 410 workshops and 
events this school year.

Working closely with parents, a diverse team of educators and community 
members, GPA provides information and resources on a variety of relevant 
topics for parents, grandparents and family members caring for children and 
young people in Guilford County. GPA uses a number of strategies to reach 
parents, including free workshops and events on topics such as Planning for 
College, Helping with Homework, Bullying and Staying Healthy. Additionally, 
parents and students can get homework help with a live tutor 24/7 to improve 
reading skills, build vocabulary, practice math problems and understand 
complex topics and so much more by accessing Guilford Parent Academy’s 
online learning resources. These resources include content for pre-K through 
12th grade.

“The accomplishments 
and offerings of GPA are 
nothing short of amazing, 
and this program should 
serve as a model for 
districts across North 
Carolina and the United 
States.” - Leadership 
Solutions Group, LLC, 
external evaluator for GPA

2014-15  
A Record-Breaking Year for 
Guilford Parent Academy

“GPA allowed me to bring valuable information, access  
to resources and ideas to the principal, staff, PTA and directly 
to the parents at my child’s school.”
Gina Laney, Title I Parent Ambassador at  
Northwood Elementary
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“I really appreciate all Guilford Parent 
Academy did for me this year. The staff 
supported and believed in me, which allowed 
me to make a difference at my school.”  
Natasha Pace, Grassroots Parent Coordinator  
at Allen Middle

Guilford Parent Academy 
By The Numbers

410 workshops/
presentations were held 

during the 2014-15 
academic year.

There was an average 
of 93 participants at 

each workshop.

Attendance at the various 
events totaled 

38,254. 
 

“Helping Your Child Succeed  
in School” was a popular topic 
this year, with 64 workshops 

serving more than  
3,600 attendees. 

GPA partnered with the ESL 
department to develop a series 

of workshops in Spanish for 
Spanish-speaking families 
with attendance totals of 

more than 1,600. 

Since the launch of Guilford  
Parent Academy in January 

2011, the initiative has served 
85,807 through 1,026 
workshops, presentations 

and events.
GPA, GCS Title I department and  

the Guilford County Council of PTAs  
held the district’s first Collaborative 

Parent Engagement Conference  
on Sept. 20. More than  

325 parents and students 
attended the event. 

10,013 parents and 
community members have 
established GPA accounts, 

gaining access to digital 
resources.

� Approximately�7,500�people�
attended�the�fifth�annual�Family�Fun�

Day�at�City�Lake�Park�on�May�30��
for�live�performances,�games,�water�

slides,�pedal�boats�and�more.��
The�activities�allowed�students�

to�get�outside,�get�active�and�
spend�quality�time�with�

their�families.�



4

RACE TO THE TOP-DISTRICT GRANT 
SUPPORTS GPA EFFORTS
GPA continues to reach parents in innovative and creative 
ways through a $1.9 million supplemental grant the 
district received for GPA as part of the $35.2 million  
Race to the Top-District grant from the U.S. Department  
of Education. 

The district’s grant, called the PACE (Personalized 
Achievement, Curriculum and Environment) project, allows 
GCS to expand personalized learning using one-to-one 
technology at all GCS middle schools. The supplemental 
grant enables GPA to:

•  Select parent liaisons (Grassroots Parent Coordinators) 
at each middle school who can receive up to $150 
monthly for increasing parent engagement at their 
schools.

•  Select a Teacher Workshop Facilitator at each middle 
school who can receive $150 per semester to plan and 
facilitate a parent workshop.

•  Offer mobile checkout labs at all middle schools. 
Parents can stop by the school’s media center and 

  check out a tablet computer for up to 10 days. These 
tablets are the same devices used by all GCS middle 
school students. With the tablets, parents can check 
email, create a resume, search the web, take advantage 
of GPA digital resources and more.

•  Offer additional online resources for parents that help 
children practice reading, work on math skills, read 
eBooks, and address social issues.

GPA: ONLINE TUTORING AND CREATING 
LIFELONG LEARNERS
In March, Guilford Parent Academy announced two new 
online resources that parents and students can access  
for free 24 hours a day to accommodate any schedule. 
These resources are subsidized through the Race To the 
Top-District Grant.

Brainfuse’s Help Now offers students tutoring services 
for a wide range of academic needs. It features live, 
on-demand help with classwork, extra help in difficult 
subjects and prepares students for college preparatory 
tests including the SAT. 

Brainfuse’s Adult Learning Center equips parents with 
employability and professional skills for career planning. 

GPA: REACHING PARENTS  
FROM THE GROUND UP 
Due to the overwhelming success of the Grassroots 

Parent Coordinators program, GPA decided to expand 
a similar program to Title I schools with Title I Parent 

Ambassadors (or TIPAs). TIPAs can also receive  
up to $150 a month but through federal funds 
instead. Every Title I school in GCS selects a  
parent representative to serve as a liaison between 
parents and school officials by helping other parents 
become more engaged in their child’s educational 
success, fostering positive school culture and 
assisting with planning and publicizing parent 

workshops and events.
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During the 2014-15 school year, Grassroots Parent 
Coordinators and Title I Parent Ambassadors 
accomplished the following:

•  Created an adult literacy program for ESOL (English  
for Speakers of Other Languages) parents

•  Created Facebook and Twitter accounts with the goal  
of promoting parent engagement

•  Created and maintained Volunteer of the Month 
programs

•  Planned and organized Family Nights at their  
respective schools

•  Participated in district-level events (High School  
Options Nights, State of Our Schools, Magnet Fair, 
Family Fun Day, etc.)

•  Networked with principals to create “Morning Coffee 
with the Principal” (monthly principal/parent sharing 
session)

•  Shared best practices with other coordinators,  
PTA and other groups monthly

•  Worked with their school (principals, teacher workshop 
facilitators, etc.) to schedule and promote workshops, 
sharing sessions and community forums

•  Met parents in the community, always willing to share 
school and district information

•  Served on various district project teams (GPA Expansion, 
PACE Parent Group, etc.)

•  Networked with the GPA team to secure speakers  
for various school and community-based workshops 
and/or events

•  Participated in various professional development 
opportunities, including Conflict Resolution, 
Personalized Learning, Connect with Kids and more

GPA: BRINGING FAMILIES TOGETHER
National research indicates a strong tie between parental 
involvement and student achievement. When families 
spend time together and parents are involved in their 
child’s life, children typically do better in school. As a 
result, Guilford Parent Academy plans an annual family 
fun event, giving parents an opportunity to have fun with 
their kids for free, while learning ways to help their child in 
school and in life. 

This year’s 
event, held 
on May 30, 2015, 
drew approximately 7,500 
people to City Lake Park as families enjoyed swimming, 
waterslides, boating, carousel rides, great entertainment 
and fun activities for guests of all ages. All activities, 
including the pool and waterslides, were free of charge 
thanks to GPA and community partners. Representatives 
from various community agencies, organizations and 
businesses were on hand to talk with parents. Families 
could also take a break with technology in the park’s 
gymnasium to learn about eBooks, the PACE grant and 
GPA online resources.

GPA: FOCUSING ON LITERACY
Thanks to Guilford Parent Academy, Curious George made 
a special visit to Guilford County in December to read with 
students at Montlieu Math & Science Academy. While kids 
read, parents discovered ways to help their children with 
reading and homework at home using resources available 
to families for free. Each child who attended took home a 
new book. Pizza and refreshments were also provided.

The event was part of the district’s literacy initiative, which 
encourages students to read 20 minutes a day, every day. 
Research shows that 20 minutes a day spent reading gives 
students the maximum benefit of increasing vocabulary 
and strengthening overall literacy, helping students do 
better in all subject areas. 

Given the importance of reading—and the popularity 
of Curious George—GPA plans this event annually.
Additionally, GPA plans various other events throughout 
the year that highlight literacy and the importance of 
reading. 
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“ In Guilford County, we are so 
fortunate to have companies who want to 
invest in our students. Core Technology made a big impact 
on students by helping them explore possible STEM career paths 
during our GPA STEM Night.”

Bob Gantt, Director of Career and Technical Education
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GPA: PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES
As GCS continues to educate students in the fields of 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM), GPA 
is giving students and their families a practical look at 
careers in these fields. In October, students and their 
parents visited Core Technology Molding Corporation, an 
advanced manufacturing company located in Greensboro.

The company partnered with GPA to share information 
on STEM careers. Students toured the Core Technology 
facility with employees, seeing how robotics worked in 
the facility. Representatives from local postsecondary 
institutions were also present to talk with students about 
potential career paths.

GPA: MAKING HEALTH A PRIORITY
Family fitness nights, preparing healthy meals on a  
budget and creating vision boards were just a few of the 
ways 10 of the district’s schools used funds they received 
as winners of the GPA Health & Wellbeing mini-grants 
sponsored by Cone Health Foundation. 

Now in its fourth year, the program allows schools to 
design and implement programming that serves the 
unique needs of school families. This year, schools 
received $500 to target health-related issues such  
as childhood obesity and teen pregnancy prevention. 

The funds helped provide childcare, attendance prizes 
(such as grocery store gift cards), workshop materials and 
refreshments for classes and family-learning events. This 
year’s recipients were: Andrews High, Archer Elementary, 
Florence Elementary, Foust Elementary, Murphey 
Traditional Academy, Northern High, Page High, Southeast 
Middle, Southwest Elementary and The Academy  
at Lincoln.

GPA: ON THE GO 
GPA is always looking for ways to meet parents where 
they are—at work, church, PTA meetings and community 
events. Throughout the past year, GPA has continued to 
host workshops during lunch breaks at various places 
including businesses and has expanded the program to 
new partners. These partnerships are mutually beneficial 
as companies and agencies express their appreciation  
of the services offered and the content covered during 
parent sessions. 

The following business and community partners hosted 
a total of 24 parent workshops, averaging 14 parents per 
session and reaching 330 parents overall:

• Polo Ralph Lauren 
• Core Technology Molding Corporation
• City of Greensboro 
• Partnership Village 
• Lincoln Financial 
• Replacements LTD 
• Cedar Grove Tabernacle of Praise 

“Our ‘On The Go’ partnership allows us to 
offer our valued employees workshops on 
Communicating With Their Children, Helping 
with Homework, and Financial Planning 
for College during their lunch hour. The 
City of Greensboro workers receive great 
information for their children and families  
at convenient times.”  
Michelle Gill-Moffatt, City of Greensboro



Guilford Parent Academy 
336.279.4924 
Email: parentacademy@gcsnc.com 
Website: gpa.gcsnc.com

Join Guilford Parent Academy to access our free online resources, available 
24 hours a day, seven days a week. Help your children practice reading, math 
skills, read eBooks, begin conversations about social issues and more!  

Thanks to our community partners, all classes, learning experiences, online 
content and videos are free to access.

There are two easy ways to access these resources: 

1)  Go to gparesources.gcsnc.com to register for an account and/or sign in  
to access resources, or 

2)  Go to www.gcsnc.com; Click on Departments;  Select Guilford Parent 
Academy;  Select ‘Join Here’ to register for an account and/or sign in  
to access resources.

“Working with GPA allowed 
me to understand educational 
concerns from many 
perspectives including 
the school board, parents, 
administration and teachers.” 
Frank Nash, Title I Parent 
Ambassador at SCALE Greensboro




